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THE NATION'S RIVER
Advantagesofthe Potomac as a Deep

Wate Outlet

Why Western Products Should Be
Exported From Washington.

A COMPARISON OF FIGUERiES

Written for The Evrening Star.
HE ASSERTIONS
that the Potomac to
t he nation's b e st
navigable river, that
Its commercial ca-

pacity is four times
that of the great Mis-
sissippl, a nd t ha t

-- Washington Is the
nearest deep water
harbor for the export
of western grain and
-other products, are

statements which at
first thought seem In-

credible. But with the aid of the accom-

panying diagram, and a few facts and fg-
ures, their accuracy can be demonstrated
most conclusively.
The widespread lack of appreciation of the

merits and possibilities of the Potomac
arises from the fact that, while Intended by
nature as a great highway of commerce, It
has never been used as such. The Missis-
sippl, on the contrary, while far Inferior
for purposes of navigation, has always been
associated with trade, and known an a great
transportation route to the seaboard.
More than a century ago, before the era of

railroads, before the United States had ac-

quired control of the Mississippi, and also
before the construction of the Erie canal,
General Washington was an earnest advo-
cate of a canal from the head of naviga-
tion of the Potomac to the Ohio river, to
strengthen the political and commercial
ties between the Atlantic states and the
west. The-n-as it shoulda be no-the Po-
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them with the seaboard. For these and
other reasons its commercial capacity is
almost universally supposed to be manytimes that of the Potomac. But the re-
verse Is true, for the commercial capacityof the Potomac, meaning depth of naviga-tIon, to four times that of the Mississippi.From Washington, which In the head of
navigation, to the mouth of the river the
Potomac has a channel at no point less
than twenty feet at low tide. The'Missis-
sippi, on the contrary, between St. Louis
and Cairo, during the months of August,Septemb~er, October and November, the sea-
son of the year when needed for shipmentsof grain, has adch a low stage of water,
so shallow a channel, and so many sandbars, that It Is almost useless for commer-clal Purposes. So alarming is the condi-tion of the river that In February last adelegation of prominent citizens of St.L-outs appeared before the House commit-tee on rivers and harbors to urge a newplan of Improvement. In their argumentsthey gave the depth of channel for a seriesof years. The figures for the last Year are,however, sufficient to show the situation,viz.: Depth of channel from St. Louis toCairo in 1815, August 1 to 10, 9) feet; Au-gust 10 to 31, 7 feet; September 1 to 15, 7feet; September 15 to 30, 6 feet; October 1to 31, 4 feet; November 1 to 30, no naviga-tion on account of low water; December 1to 20, 3 feet

The Depth of the Potomac.
In very marked contrast with the above

are the facts relating to the Potomac. taken
from a letter In 18W0 by Lieut. Col. Peter
C. Hains, the government engineer then In
charge of the Improvements on the Po-
tom..
"In reply to your oral Inquiries in regard

to the depth of water available for vesselsbetween the mouth of the Potomac riverand Washington, D.C., I have to state thatfrom the mouth of the river to Kettle Bot-toms about thirty (30) feet can be carried atlow tide. Over the Kettle Bottoms there Is
an available depth of about twenty-one (21)feet at low tide, or about twenty-two andone-half (221-2) feet at high tide. FromKettle Bottoms to Maryland Point there is
ample draft for the largest vessels. From
Maryland Point to Deep Point there isabout twenty-one (21) feet at low tide, or
about twenty-two and one-half (22 1-2) feet
at high tide. At Deep Point there is ashoal on which there Is a depth of nineteen
(19) feet at low tide, or twenty and one-
half (012) feet, at high tide. From there
to Giesboro Point there to an available
d om twety-four to twenty-seven(24 to 27) feet at low tide. Along the
wharves in Washington there is about
twenty M2) feet at low tide.
*The depth In the river could be Increased

to twenty-four (2) feet at low tide by deep-ening on Kettle Bottoms and between Mary-
land Point and Deep Point, the cost of
which would not, In my opinion, exceed
about 3200,00. Thin Is not an estimate, but
a guess.".
This Is evidently a very conservative esti-
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great lakes and Erie canal, an well an by
saiL But New York Is- rapidly falling
hind in the race, as may be seen 'by Ie
following statement of the export of corn,by ports, for the month of January of the
present year:

P.C.
.rom PO . ..........................Prm Bostoon............

From New York............................ 15From Philadelphia......................... 10.0From Baltimore...-----.................. 2.5Prom Norfolk....------.................. 8From Newport News...................... 17.9From New Orleans........................ 27.8

Tdtal.........------------....................100
As the exports from Baltimore. as wellam Norfolk and Newport News, have topass through the mouth of Chesapeakebay, the total exports of corn from thatone point were, in January, 50.2 per cent,or a trifle more than half of the corn ex-pcrts of the whole United States.With these indisputable facts there Is noearthly reason why Washington, with itsfine harbor, Its unexcellent river, and Itsgreat advantage in point of distance fromthe west, should not enter the race as acompetitor for the ocean-carrying trade.

Washington Harbor.
There are very few harbors on either thegulf or Atlantic coasts superior to that ofWashington, either in present depth ofwater or in possibilities for the futurewhen proper improvements are made. Oneof the most prominent subjects for discus-

sion by commercial conventions in thetransmississippi portion of. the UnitedStates, which country now prcduces overhalf of the corn and wheat, is a deep-water outlet on the gulf coast. After yearsof effort, aided by an appropriation of over36.000,00, Galveston has just secured adepth of channel of twenty-one feet for
ocean vessels. Washington has nearly thatdepth today, and with one-tenth part ofthe appropriation just mentioned could eas-ily secure twenty-nine feet.

Coal Shipments.
Few harbors have so great and important

tributary coal fields as Washington. The
great coal areas of West Virginia, tapped
by the West Virginia Central railroad,could here find a deep-water harbor. For
some time past this. company has desired
to secure the Chesapeake and Ohio canal
as a road bed to Washington. Very re-cently it has contracted for the extensionof the road westward to the Ohio river.With an eastern extension to Washingtonthe pet idea of Gen. Washington to makethe Potomac a connecting link between theOhio river and the Atlantic would be con-
summated. but by rail instead of by canal.For carrying out this plan there are am.pIe terminal facilities at Georgetown, or bnthe southern bank of the Potomac betweenWashington and Alexandria.
There Is no better way to promote thedevelopment of greater Washington thanby securing tributary transportation linesof this magnitude. The right hand of wel-

come should be extended to every well-Planned movement in this direction.
During the past sixteen years Congresshas approprieated over 36,000,000 for theImprovement of the trunk line of the Mis-sissippi. About 330,000,000 more have been

appropriated during the past century for
the improvement of the Mississippi, Ohio,Missouri. Red, Arkansas. White and otherbrandhes of that great river system. Manymillions more will be needed, and will be
appropriated before the trunk line is in a
suitable condition for the transportation of
the products of the great Mississippivalley.
But the Misisssippi has been termed "the

river of the nation and of all the states,"and therefore requires the special attention
of the federal government.
The same argument can be applied to the

Potomac, which connects the federal capi-tal with the seaboard. It Is pre-eminentlythe nation's river, and should, hereafter,receive due consideration by the nation's
representatives in Congress.

ALEX. D. ANDERSON.

THE HORSE'S SIXTH SENSE.

Strange Action of Two Horses Cross-
Ing the Prairies.

Prom the New York Mercury.
The exodus from the east to the Pacific

coast in the early 50's is a matter of his-
tory. Gold discoveries furnished the mo-
tive, and the American instinct to "go
west" gave the movement its impetus.
I was stopping with a family in Illinois.

'liere were four grown sons and two
daughters, and five other young men-
"hands."
The imagination of the young men became

inflamed by the stories of fabulous for-
tunes macle by those who were brave enough
to undergo the hardships and privations
consequent upon removing to the west at
that time, and the ardor of young blood
finally overcame the objections of age, the
farm was leased to a neighbor, and we soon
found ourselves on our way to the "bound-
less west."
We had three wagons, drawn by four oxen

each; one wagon drawn by two horses, and
having ten mares and a stallion and some
fifty head of loose cattle, cows and heifers.
We got across the Missouri river and our

only sustenance thereafter for our stock
was grass, and our only object for the sum-
mer was to put as many miles as possiblebetween us and civilization.
We used two mares to drive the loose cat-tie, which left seven, and sometimes eightto take along, and as the cattle and horsesdo not drive well together, it required twopersons to handle them. That part of thecavalcade was turned over to me, with atwelve-year-old boy as assistant.
In course of time it camne about that I was

sent on ahead to find a suitable campingground, or back after a stray cow, or tocommunicate with the trains behind us.There was a large emigration that year, andthe road was lined with trains, and I wasoften away from our train until late in thenight. On returning from these trips thecamp or train was hard to find, as they veryoften went off the road to camp, sometimesas far as a mile. I soon found that the stal-lion and a young bay mare could alwaysfind our company, while no other of themares in our band could do it, at least, notso well. Either of the animars referred tocould tell in a moment where our train hadleft the road, or if it had passed along, evenif hundreds of other horses and cattle hadpassed after. And they would follow on andfind our company as unerringly am a houndfinds his game.
The horse, when he could see the band,would neigh and go to them, but the maredepended altogether on tracing, and did notappear to look for the others until quiteclose upon them.
One afternoon I went away to look up astray cow, which was supposed to havewandered off among the hills up the creek-This was in the Platte river country, wherethere is little or no timber except along theriver. I traveled along up the creek andover the hills, but found no cow.
As night was approaching, and a stormbrewing, I abandoned the search and struckout for camp. To retrace the route I hadtraversed would have taken more time thanI had at my disposal, and accordingly Istruck over the hills towardl the river and

across a bottom several miles wide. Nightcame, and with it a driving rain. It wasvery dark, but I knew the road was aheadof me somewhere. So I gave the mare herhead, and trusted to luck and her ability fortracking~which I was unable to comprehend.It was a smooth, open country, and, as go-ing on was no worse than stopping, I al-lowed the mare to take me whither shewould.
She walked steadily along, and after awhile stopped, put down her head, and whin-nied. I dismounted and found we were inthe road. I remounted, shook loose thebridle reins and urged the mare forward.She tracked a few steps along the road un-decidedly, then turned and took the backtraiL. She went perhaps half a mile, turnedabruptly to the right, went around a groveof trees into a bend of the river, and therewas our camp light In a tent.People say that animals do this by scent,but in this I cannot agree. I think animaibhave some faculty which we have not yetbeen able to discover. Probably 800 horsesand cattle, with wagons and people, hadpassed over the road, yet the mare knewthat her company was not among them. Tosuppose that she "followed by scent" is toattribute to her the power of excludingother and much stronger scents, and also apower and delicacy of smell very difficultfor us to conceive of. The question sug-gests itself: Have animals a sixth sense,that we, as yet, do not know of?

8elentifle Girl.
Frem Up-to-IDate.
Miss Fodderingham-"Whjat a fhoroughly

up-to-date girl Miss Kittish is."
Miss Beminham.-"What has she dcone

nlow?"
Mte F-"Since eminent medical author-ity has pronounced kissing dangerous shecarrie. a small vial of carbolised ee-water about with he.e

SOME SOCIAL TOPICS
Experience of Youg Men 4na

,Wemen of the Pyiod.

DI TEIR PARETS EAY ORE FUR?
Some Reasons Why S'4cial Affairs

Are Apt to Be Fdrmal.

PAST AND PR-ESENT

T HAPPENED
that our mothers
were discussing down
stairs in the big re-

ception hall just
* - what we were dis-

cussing up stairs in
May's room over
Slices of thin bread
and butter, and the
tea cups. Our moth-
ers dwelt on the
"used to was," and
we on the prosaic
"is." The topic was

this: Whether our parents really did have
a better time in their youth than we have
now, and why. May thought it was
largely a fiction, the story of the fun of
twenty odd years ago; but I argued that-
making due allowances for the inevitable
glamor of time-our parents are, as a
general thing, pretty truthful folk, and
ttere is good ground for believing them.
If it was the case, then, May wondered
why. I suggested as the most obvious rea-
son that boys and young men had more
"go" in those days; but shr replied to that
that it is a standing complaint of her
brother Tom's that girls were most likely a
lot jollier then.
Just at this point my mother called me.

so there was no time for further discus-
sion. On the way home she told me that
she and May's mother had been comparing
notes on the same subject. It began there
by May's mother asking my mother what
I had been doing during the past fort-
night, to which she replied that there had
been a dance or so and some teas and
card parties, a luncheon and a dinner, and
calls and being called upon. The next
question )ras, "Does she enjoy herself?" It
seems that thereupon my mother held
forth, in fact, they both did, on the Inani-
tion of the girls of today. They arrived at
the conclusion that we are overoritical,easily bored, saying girls are silly and men
are dull nine times out of ten, and that wemuch prefer staying at home in peace to
enjoying ourselves as rational young wo-
men should. When they were girls, it ap-
pears, they went in for everything heart
and soul. They never sat out dances be-
cause they were tired, forsooth, or because
their partners didn't happen to be just the
right ones; they never thought of criticis-
ing the cooking or serving of a Ainner;they left that to older folks, to whom eat-ing appears to be the main object in life;they never complained-like a set of fat or
rheumatic tabbies-that it *as too much
trouble to dress for a luncheon; the dis-
comforts of picnics went 'futa1y unheeded;in fact, I gather that they 7rather liked
bugs and gnats in their .chick n salad, and
wet shoes and stockings, ,and prickly burrsand hayseed, and dust atid titting cross-legged on the ground until their feet wentto sleep as the only way rof escapin fromthe agony of the position In whic theywere placed. .I

Went in for Fuj. .

They never complained that they would
rather not have danced the cotillon than
to have had to dance it with Dick; they
were never bothered about a nan's mental
equipment, or whether or not he was a
good talker. They went. In- ;or fun, and
didn't expect too much, and.rthey enjoyedthemselves a great deal more. It tasurged against May that when lany one senther violets she was only 1hal* Pleased, be-
cause they were not roses, and when theywere roses, violets were prettier; further-
more, that she left them lying about, asoften as not, forgetting to put them inwater. To be sure, she thanks the sendersweetly, but the spirit of carping is there.Our mothers were tickled hugely, I sup-pose, if it were a poetical bunch of pansies.Perhaps we would rather have a tiny,thoughtful bunch of pansies, too, if theyonly knew it; would rather have them thandollars and dollars' worth of expensive,polite carnations and violets, for we arenot all Marguerites, and we do not alwaysprefer the box of jewels to ihe bunch ofposies, wise men to the contrary notwith-standing.
The mothers could not determine whetheror no it was a pose, or whether we werereally bored and indifferent. T'hey thoughtthat perhaps we were trying to model our-selves upon Mr. Davis' girl in "The Hand-writing on the Wall." I think, myself,that most of us look upon her as a brightshining type of a perfection to which wecan never even hope to att'ain. Our worstfault-in this respect-is that we want tobe allowed to go the even tenor of ourways, reading, walking, riding, wheeling,writing, embroidering practicing and pot-tering around the house. In my eysthough, they might have worse things tocomplain of. We don't want our friendsto interfere with us, and we are like oldand crabbed peple in the smailuess of ourcircle, and also in the fact that we haveno chum in whom we confide our inmostfeelings. They admitted that we are notpessimistical with it all, That we are quiteordinarily cheerful young women, but weaccept these "pleasures" as tiresomne dutiesthat might as well be smilingly performed,since they must be performed, in any case.Therefore, the outside world does not guessthat we are recluses in spirit.

The Edge Duiled.
My mother, wishing to palliate our of-

fense as much as possible, suggested that
perhaps our dislike of "society" was be-
cause we had too much of it. When they
were girls, she said, they never put their
noses in at a party until they were regu-
larly launched at eighteen or nineteen, andthen they married a year or two later, asa rule, and settled down, so they really didnot have time to become tired and dull thekeen edge of enjoyment.
Then May's mother bewailed the factthat there was no more of the good com-radeship between the girls and young menthat they had known;. no simple, enjoyablefriendships, as in years agone. When theywere young the boys and girls gatheredaround every evening in different housesand had a jolly, informal time. It seemsthat you never see any of that now. Wego to regular affairs and dance in a half-hearted sort of way, or play cards like alot of gouty old squires, and think that tobe coolly polite and agreeable is all thatshould be expected of us.
They . held a long powiwo , these two,and talked around in a ' r~e, endingujust where they began; ta nsome wawe are deficient. And Ie gave mymother some new ideas Opolf the subject,and pleaded our cause; and this i buwhat I argued: isabuWe always know more fa our parents,of course, and it would

,
e 5 range if wedidn't in this case.-

To begin with, I rath& 'tifink distancehas lent enchantment tU those days oftheir youth, I wonder i o gkrandmam-mas didn't inveigh agis ieir spiritlessdaughters? It makes uI lik of someverses. I read once in nIf cidhood that-did my small heart so much Sod then thatI have remembered themneye~since. Theywere to the effect that ' fAmma says shenever did this and never dd te other; was
never rude, and -never fdi-gd her lessons;never tore her frock, nor dfank her papa'stea; but grandma says she was just likeme when she was grandma's little girL"My own particular mother undoubtedlywas more charming than I am: and myown papa may have been more gallantthan my brother, but I decidedly doubtwhether the sum total of mothers andfathers was more charming and gallantthan is the sum total of daughters andsons today.

Formality of Society.
It. seems to me I remember that I had a

far better time at seventeen than I do now
-and that was not so dreadfully long ago,
either-but I see by my barefully treasured
diary that I was very nearly as criticaltheni as now.
W'hen, too, civlisgation and communitiesand formality row togethe 'The wild hi-

lMrity of a corn huskine cannot obtain In
Boston, New York, Washington or evenBan Franciso. The older society gets, the
more intolerant of the informality of youthIt grows, until it is a crabbed ol mqker ofrules that no one ut dares to brea.
It t a torqt but it seems

hiZ yprobble an tim goes on we
wi reach the pass to which French
young people's soolety has come. It is not
quite so bad in England, but we conulder
even that perfectly deadly. It Is partially-largely, in fact-formality that begets our
lack of enthusiasm, and as society is ac-
oountable for formality, it is plainly soci-
ety and not we who are to blame.
Thirdly. I should say we were surely the

last to upbraid because there is none of
the good friendship between men and girlsthat our parents knew; friendship with no
thought of love or "intentions," and also
none of the jolly gatherings at different
homes for informal evenings. I venture to
say that there ts not one house In flive hun-
dred where one ever sees more than the
drawing roomwith its stiff Louis XV orXVI
furniture. When young men go to the aver-
age house, they are conducted to this room.
and are obliged to seat themselves uponawkward little chairs. The young ladyof the house comes down alone. They talk
of the weather, of whet Is "on" for the
next week and of the last problem novel.
What else could one talk of in a Louis
XVI chair? If the man endures it twenty
minutes he ls brave; and he does not fre-
quently repeat the experiment. Or if he
can muster up the courage to come oftener
than once a season, straightway the girl
begins to think that if he can stand that
much for her he must be in love, and he
knows she must think so.

The Family Sitting Room.
If he is in love-which of course

he is not the largest number of times
-it is all right; but if he Is not
and simply is trying to improve an agree-
able acquaintance, people begin to link his
name with the girl's, and he is more or
less in honor bound to put a stop to the
wagging of tongues by staying away. In
our mother's day John came into the bos-
om of Mary's family in the sitting room.
He talked politics with her father and held
yarn for her mother, and watched her em-
broider as she talked-no--she did tatting.He saw the small brother in all his hide-
ousness and considered Mary a saint for
enduring him. As for brother's truthful If
not polite reflections upon Mary's beha-
vior before her beaus and behind their
backs, John considered them the emana-
tions of a depraved nature.
What incentive to a jolly congregationIs there In a spick-and-span drawing room.

too, I would like to know? And yet In how
many houses do you ever see more? To
how many houses do you go where a callerwho chances In at the hour of a meal Is
cordially asked in to partake of pot luck?
Besides all this, If we are contented-knowing nothing better-with our lot, whynot leave us alone? Why waken vaguelongings for things we know not of? After

all, perhaps we are just as happy and just
as well off, that we go more quietlythrough life. Possibly we are possessed offew Illusions, but then there are not so
many to be shattered, and to rend ourhearts with their broken fragments andbe stepped on now and then by our weary,way-worn feet all through the passage oflife. If we like to be let alone after wehave had our little experience, let us alone.If we prefer home, and our own quiet pur-suits, you are doing us a mistaken kind-
ness to urge us out and to action beforethe world all the while. If we would aslief watch the dancers as dance, it can be
no duty of yours to send us into the whirl.Do not mistake it for laziness and inani-tion. Never was the young world less lazythan It Is today, only perhaps its activityis In another direction from the one youknow. We are happy In our way despiteproblem novels and morbid books. I donot even claim that we are more seriousthan you were, only that we take ourpleasures differently perhaps. There arestill enough men and women who like tobe eternally on the go and in evidence, tomake up the ranks of what is called so-ciety; so my advice to parents is, let the
sons and the daughters, more especially,retire Into their shells if they like; veryprobably they will tire of that soon enough,too, for they have at least all the capriceof youth and will sigh for the things that
are not-wherein, we understand, they dif-fer from the more mature.

MONUMENT TO LOYALISTS.
Patriots of the South Honored by

Some Unknown Abolitionist.
From the Chicago Chronicle.
Since Decoration day members of the Con-

federate Veterans' Association have paid
some attention to what appeared to them to
be an exhibition of sentiment against their
organization and their dead in Oakwobds
cemetery and an effort to displease the liv-
ing. Decoration day several members of
the association noticed a bowlder of brown
marble on the east line of the confederate
plat. It occupied all the space between the
confederate plat and the roadway. The side
showing to tjle road was polished, -and the
following inscription appeared upon the
block:
..........................................

CENOTAPH.
To those unknown heroic men,
Once resident In the southern states,
Martyrs of human freedom,
Who, at the breaking out of the civil war,Refused to be traltos to the Union;
Who, without moral or material support,Stood alone among ruthless enemies.
And. after nspeakalle suffering, either
Died at their post of duty

:Or. abandoning home and possessions,
:Sought refuge
:And scant bread for their families
:Among strangers at the north.
:To these poor patriots, who,:With~out bounty. wIthout pay,
:Without pension, without honor,
:Went to their graves,
:Without recognition, even by their country,
:This stone is raised and Iascribed, -

:After thirty years of waiting,
:By one of themselver.,
:AN EX1ID ABSOLTIONIST.
While L. H. Drury Post of the Grand

Army of the Republic was assisting the
confederate dead a gray-haired man, ac-
companied by half a dozen companions,
stood in front of the "Exiled Abolitionist's"monument and placed a wreath of immor-
telles on top of the marble block. The con-
federates who noticed the monument spoke
to their fellows about It after the party had
left the cemetery, and the Sunday following,
and again yesterday, the block of marble
attracted many curious visitors, who rea'd
and reread the inscription.
The plat upon which the monument to the

loyal men of the south rests was purchased
last summer, shortly after the unveiling
of the confederate monument. The block
of marble was placed in position during the
winter. Inquiry at the cemetery office yes-
terday failed to elicitthe nanme of the owner
of the plot and the donor of the monument.

Disniarck as a Hand-Organist.
From the Youth's Companion.
It is credibly related by a German journal

that during the reign of the Emperor Wil-
liam I, when the present emperor was a
boy, Prince Bismarck, walking one day
through a corridor of the royal palace at
Berlin, came upon a strange scene. Hear-
lng within a room which he pasEed a great
racket, he opened the door and saw the
young grandson of the emperor dancing
about, while their father, the crown prince,
ground at 'handle of a hand-organ.
All were in high spirits, and seeing the

chancellor, the young princes laughingly in-
vited him to join In the dance. Prince Bia-
marck declined, but he offered to turn the
organ if the crown prince would join his
sons. The crown prince consented, and the
chancellor turned the handle with great
animation. The laughter and sport grew
louder with the increased Speed of the
playing. Just then the old emperor came
in. He took In the situetion at a glance.
"I see, my lord chancellor," he said with

a smile, "that you are beginning early to
make the princes dance to your music!"
If the Incident was accepted as prophetic,

it was soon proved illusive. The eldest, at
least, of the old emperor's grandsons--the
present emperor--has never since then
danced to any one's music but his own.

Cyeling Chaperon.
From London Truth.

I have been desired to insert the following
notices:.
"Wanted, by a dowager, too aged to ride

a cycle (eighty-four), an experienced lady
cyclist accustomed to the very best society.
Must be able to ride twenty miles an hour,
so as to keep in sight youngest daughter,
who Is agile and injudicious. Apply to A.
B. C., 62 Belgrave square."
"A lady, highly connected, is prepared to

chaperon (on a cycle) the ambitious daugh-
ters of a millionaire. Is an expert in all
paces (eyclng). Can be trusted to keep
alongside of the swiftest detrimental and
to lag discreetly in the rear of an eligible
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Vic the Eusstama.
FrOM the goTri0hoIba
The Holland tongue ~s a dialect at the

Teutonic, or primitive German. but took a I
distinct form at the close of the ileventh I
century. It Is a fusion of dialects, a miwed
language, like our own Englis. In sound a
It is neither soft nor musical, yet dignifed,
sonorous and emphatic, almost every poly- i
syllable word being descriptive of the ob- t
ject it designates.
To the Dutch Coster Is conceded the glory c

of having discovered the art of printing- c
"the art preservative of all artW-else we I
might have been writing on parchment to.
day. Who knows? 9
The correct version of the Scripture owes t

Its origin to the synod of Dordrecht in 1618.
The oldest literary compositions of the
Dutch are very similar to the Platt- t
Deutsch of the Germans, which in to Ger- i
many what Provencal is to France. The 0
great Erasmus was the literary king of I
Christendom and the first to teach the 1
classic Greek to .the English.
In fact, Holland Is a country noted for I1

first things. When the Pilgrims sought ref- I
uge In Holland they lived within sight of J
the greatest university of Europe. The I
light of Leyden's learning shone brightly 1
all over Europe In the eighteenth century. 4
That part of England from which the set-tiers of New England came swarmued with c
Dutch Immigrants, weavers and brick- 1h
makers, and It became the very seed-plot c
of Congregationalism and Nonconformity.an outgrowtir of Dutch Calvinism. As v
many went to England from the Dutch a
province of Friesland, Friegish was grafted 0onto the Anglo-Saxon and became one of 1
the forbears of our own language. The t
Dutch laid the foundation for manufactur-ing and commercial supremacy in GreatItritaln.
Although devoted to industrial pursuits,they were the inventors of oil painting."The first smile of the republic was art." IIt seems a little out of place to say theyinvented oil painting; the invention wasmore of an inspiration, when we view the

masterpieces of Rembrandt, whose plc- Itures are a conflict between light and I
shadow-of whom it had been said that,when conceiving them, he had visions of
rays and shadows which spoke to his soulbefore he committed them to canvas.

Dutch laguenee on America.
When the Pilgrims went to HoLand some a

of them took to themselv-s Dutch wives
and brought them to America, so that the
Mayflower strain Isn't purely English. The
Puritans, who came Into New England ten
years later, have conferred upon posterity
a purer English ancestry, providing theimmigrants were not from the Dutch set-tied portions of England. Nearly all themilitary leaders of our colonists were train-ed in the Dutch armies. The founders ofConnecticut, politically educated in Hol-land, took as a model in writing Connecti-cut's constitution the Dutch republic.

A Popular Aquatie Plant.
. T. Lovett in Parm and Home.
There is no other class of plants so rap-

idly growing in public favor as aquatics,
and there are many good reasons for their 4

popularity. They are successfully raised I
with great ease, and are not affected
by long seasons of drouth, such as have
prevailed during recent years. While the
beauty of old garden favorites has been
impaired by drouth, aqratics have bloomed
on in annual beauty. Aquatica not only
bid defiance to drcuth, but the hotter and
brighter the weather the more profuselythey bloom. The great beauty and meritof the fiowers are the chief reasons oftheir populaitty. The home culture of I
aquatics Is very simple. Grand results a
may be secured by those who have means
to construct large tanks, but these accom- 1
modating plants can be raised to much t
perfection In tubs made of oil or molassesbarrels cut in two. These tubs can be C
grouped In a rockery or arranged in a row.
and be prepared about the middle of May z
by filling them half full with a mixture of
loam and manure; plant the roots in them
and then cover with an I.ch or so of sand
to give a neat finish, as the water soon be-
comes perfectly clear and pure, made so
by growing plants. These plants may also Lbe planted from one to three feet deep on
the margin of a lake or pond, and will
grow and bloom admirably without trouble V
or care. The true secred Egyptian lotus c
produces leaves twenty to thirty inches in vdiameter on stems five to six feet high. nThe double blooms are frequently over a
foot across, of a novely milk white, shading
into clear bright pir.k at the edges. They
are easy to grow, and most profuse bloom- b
era. The tubers should be plagted below 6
the ice or fros line. if to be left out over
winter.

Fought With Fresh Eggs. tiFrom the Is Angeles Herald.
Mrs. Riley, who keeps a boarding house n

at 419 Geary street, and Margaret St. .
Clair, one of her lodgers, engaged yester-
day in a novel fight. It Is asserted that
Miss St. Clair purchased a bag of fresh a
eggs and requested Mrs. Riley to allow her '

to cook some of them on her stove. Mrs.
Riley objected. Then, It Is stated, Miss-St. a
Clair got Into action. One after another t
of the choice eggs were thrown at the n
landlady's bead. The young woman was
a good shot, and by the time the twelfth
egg had been smashed among the frizzes
of Mrs. Riley's front-pIece that lady was
In a deplorable condItion. She was mad,
too-very mad-and she doubled up her n
fists and struck her lodger a blow In the
eye. Miss St. Cair Is somethIng of a pugi-d
lIst herself. She sent in a right swing, and
a cry of pain from Mrs. Riley announced b
that it had landed. Then there was some irclose in-fighting. For a time things were d
pretty lively, Te two women were finally
separated by some of the lodgers. Later
Mrs. Riley had Miss St. Clair arrested on
the charge of battering her with eggs.

A Bicycle Read Tanx. o
From the Pittsburg Oommercial Gazette.
The move Is advocated In Philadelphia of n

levying a tax of $1 upon all owners and rid- Il
ers of bicycles, and that the sum collected '
be set apart for the improvement of the city
streets In their interests. As an amend- a
ment the Record of that city offers the sug- g
gestion that the tax be levied by the state 0
instead of the cIty, to the end that the roads
throughout the state be Improved for the
benefit of people who ride the wheel. Peo-
ple are opposed to taxation on general prin-
ciples, whaether it benefits them or not, and F
the votaries of the wheel probably will not
be found special exceptions to the rule,
though the cycling clubs have done a large I
amount of work and spent In the aggregate o
an Immense amount of money in road and apath work, which has inured not alone to
their benefit, but also to the advantage of
the general publIc. g
Certain It Is that the wheel people would

not cheerfully pay the proposed dollar tax, d
or even a less sum. If the application of It n
to the benefit of the roads were to be left ti
to the discretion of the road supervisors and d
pathmiasters. Their journeyings over the h
covntry roads have not begotten much con- sz
fidence in the makers thereof, except where c1
the latter have been Interested wheelmen fi
themselves. In the event of the levying of et
such a tax they would be justly entitled to el
demand the expending of It In ways deig- bl
nated by them-that is to say, with particu- si
lar reference to the wants of those footing hi
the bill. They would kick, as they would plbe entitled to, upon paying it into a general fj
fund for country road making by the gen- ai
eral methods now followed. e

"Ah! You may laugh, hut when you've had1can't be too aryeu wh..n teseason.. for fiec
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Wo. It is a mite oa mnonkey ma-li-o
On Pday night. Whan Watchmen Do-
ghue discovered it Saturday morning it
Amost paralymed him to see the father
eing excitedly up and down the ogs'hile the mother held the little one to her
Irest with maternal solietude.
The birth of a nonkey in captivity is
Re of the rarest of things, and this isaly the second tisee it has occurred atbe Zoo in twenty years.The Missing Unk has ne features andWa, and if it were not for its ais andLs tail it might readily be taken for a
tunan baby. Freon head to heel it mess-
res only four inches. Its head I like a'Ig Iarble, and on it is funny black fussaarted in the middle. Its ears are the sief dimes; its hairless arms are like pencis;" fingers are like pins, and they cling toIs mother's furry coat.
It squirms; It wriggles; it Jabs its mothera the stomach, and Insists upon keeping
Or awake, Jat as if It were really human.
Lnd the mother walks up and down, gurg-4gly sings to -it ad thinks it the Onestaby ever born. She will not let the little
ne out of her arms for a maom.ent.
The father is dis mmaoiste. His wife and
bild have been taken from him and Placeda the hospital ward, and he mopes in a
orner of his lonely cage with tearful eyes.Max. the Bellringer, is the father. He'am presented to the Eoo a year and a half
go by Dr. Suttle, because be used to es-ape from home and ring neighbors' doorell. Cleopatra. the mother. was given
D the Zoo a year eg by Mrs. IL Rowland.

Unitended Kummer.
'em the PbediUa Amaeam.
Since "wit" has been defined by Noah
Webster as the "felicitous association of
,bjects not usually connected. so as to pro-
luce a pleasant surprise." may not the pu-
ills of public schools, who gave the follow-og answers to their examination questions,my claim to it? The record here given is
ona Ode, having been read recently at the
raduation exercises of one of the leadingrammar schools of Boston:
"Who were the Pligrims?" "A dirty, Ilthyet who lived under the ground.'
"Name a domestic animal useful for cloth-
mg, and describe its habits. "The ox. Helon't have any habits, because he lives in atable."
"If you were traveling across the desert.rhere would you dhoose to rest?" "I wouldet on a stool."
"Mention give races of men." "Men, we-men, children and babies."
"Describe the white race, and show thattis superior to other races." "A whitenan will nod at you when he meets you onhe street."
"Of what is the surface of the earth cook-eed?" "Dirt and people.""Name a fruit which has its seed on theutaide." "A seed cake."
"Name five forms of water." "Hot waterold water, faucet water, well water anlce water."
"Name and locate the five senses." "TheYes are in the northern part of the face andhe mouth In the southern."
"Who were the mound builders"" "His-ory cannot answer these questions, Sci-
-nee only can."
"Define 'Rinch.' and use it in a sentence."'Flinch, to shrink. Flannel flinches whentis washed."
"By what is the earth surrounded, and byVhat is it lightedy' "It is surrounded byrater and lighted by gas and electricity.""Name six animals of the arctic zone,"
'Three polar bears and three seals.""What is yeast ? "Yeast is a vegetableLying about in the air, hitching itself on tonything."
"Why do you open the dampers in a stoverhen iting a fnre?" "To let the oxygena and te nitrogen out."
"What did the Constitution do for theountryr' "It gave the President a head.""What are the last teeth that come to a
an?" "False teeth."

Cern Started in Ptewer gPets.
rem the Philadelpal. Ledger.
Isaac S. Long, who owns 300 acres ofurming land in the Lebanon valley, has
made an experiment in corn-planting which
ill undoubtedly prove of interest to aw-
Llturists at large. In planting corn he is
ery precise, putting exactly the same
umber of stalks in each row, and ter
ears he had the finest corn felds in the
ebanon valley. Some i a ago he came
the conclusion that he planted corn Isower pots and raised the plants in thatay there would be no delay in theirrowth in case any of the corn had to beplanted In his fields. So he purchased000 glower pots, piaced them in his gardenis spring, and planted a seed of corn in

Lch. Several weeks ago, when It becameeceasary to replant the corn fields, a hole
as dug wherever there was a stalk msse-
N9, and one of the tender corn stalks was-ansplanted from the pots. The jottedalks grew well. and are just as largea those planted in the field in the sprng
his experiment was made on Mr. Los
ran, near Myerstown. Pa. Mr. Long is
member of a firm of commission mer-

lants in New York eity, and divides his
me between the management of his busi-uea there and his fine farms.

The Pese Was mamm.
the Chks.. Ihibame.

He had followed her for blocks. Us-
aticed. the 'hundred sights of State street
eased him by. He saw neither the win-ow displays nor the fair women, nor the
rave men, nor the policemen on the cress-
ags. He had eyes for none but her. He
Id not notice even the friend upon whose
run she leaned.
"Wonderful!" he mnuttered into his mue-
Lche. "Beautiful! I have never seen any-
ming like It. If I could but paint the poise
I her head! Still, It would be useless; noXe would believe It."
He was not the only one who had no-
ced her. Others looked after her In sd-Iiration. In all that crowded street, fromandolph to Van Buren, she was the only
oman who did not crane her neck, loo
rat over one shoulder, then over the
ther. She faced the way she was going,
nd the carriage of her bead was that of a
addess. He quickened his steps and camne
rpposite her. Covertly he jered into her
xce.
The woman was blind!

Workima- Is EE1gga Bmgs.
rom the New York San.
Some of the men who epend half a dozen
ours or more a day in rooms on top floors
sky-scraping offiee buildings are talking

Lout a new ailment that they allege is the
sult of doing business so far from the
rot~nd.
"I never was troubled with headaches or
issiness." said one of these men, "uinti
oved into my present oifices, Then I no-

ced that about an hour after I had settled
-wn to business my head would feel

stry. and at times I would be slighatly dis-
.These feelings, on certain days, in-

'eased the longer I remained in my of-
:e, and half an hour after I had descend-
I to the street they would disappear. Sev-

'at other men who are on the top floors of

g office buIldings have complained of
milar symptoms, and on comparison we

av-e come to the conclusion that they were
eoduced by the same causes. Possibly the

Lct that the air is slightly more rarified

the altitude at which we work may ac-munt for this feeling of uneasiness."

ny experience you will know that ems

ackers and tin kettles nerrles."-rfe,


